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SUNNYVALE STUDENTS
EXPERIENCE A
JAPANESE HOMESTAY
BY MARK KATO

classroom artwork welcoming Sunnyvale students to Iizuka

From June 16th to 25th, eleven Sunnyvale students visited Iizuka as part of the S2I
(Sunnyvale to Iizuka) exchange trip. The students stayed with host families in Iizuka for the
majority of their visit and were overwhelmed by the hospitality they encountered. Their busy
itinerary provided ample opportunities to interact with Japanese students and immerse
themselves in traditional Japanese culture. All in all it was a fantastic experience, leaving the
students with many influential and lasting memories.
It is amazing to have sent eleven students to Iizuka only six months after Iizuka and
Sunnyvale formalized their friendship. The trip was realized through the hard work of the
SSCA and its partners. Sincere appreciation goes out to Iizuka city officials, the Iizuka
Friendship Network, Sunnyvale Middle School, Sunnyvale City officials, and the
ConsulateGeneral of Japan in San Francisco. Particular thanks also go out to Akiko Inoue
of the SSCA for all her effort.
The SSCA is currently in final preparation for the I2S (Iizuka to Sunnyvale) exchange trip,
which welcomes twenty Iizuka students to Sunnyvale in late August.

LESSONS AT FUTASE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
BY
AKIKO
INOUE

SMS students enjoying their visit to Futase Junior High School

As part of the S2I exchange trip, ten Sunnyvale Middle School (SMS) students visited
Futase Junior High School for three days from June 18th to 20th. The students were
integrated into Futase classes and joined in the lessons with their Japanese counterparts.
Most of the lessons were new to SMS students, but they caught on quickly despite the
language barrier.
The
Futase
students
immensely enjoyed having
American students in their
classes, and both sets of
students,
teachers,
and
parents indicated a desire for
the S2I trip to have lasted
longer than the week duration.
The Japanese host families
were incredibly supportive
and welcoming of the SMS
students. One parent even
likened the experience to, “...
receiving an angel from the U.S.” The early success of this program is an encouraging sign
that it can continue for years to come.

HOW TO BE A CELEBRITY IN A WEEK
BY LARISSA LAI

In April I signed up for the S2I
exchange trip to Japan along with
ten other students from Sunnyvale. I
was really excited for the trip
because I had travelled to Japan
when I was younger and wanted to
revisit the wonderful scenery I had
seen. When I arrived at the airport, I
was so surprised to see four
official men in suits waiting
patiently for us to arrive to drive us
to the elementary school. On the
drive I learned that they had been
standing in the airport terminal for over an hour awaiting our arrival! At the elementary
school in Iizuka I met my host family, which was kind of awkward because of the language
barrier, but we were all so happy  we just smiled and laughed a lot.
I was shocked the next day when I went to school because it was so clean! Also,
everywhere we went we were treated like celebrities. All the students rushed up to
exchange name cards and ask me tons of questions. I really felt like the schools in Japan
would be such great places to learn, and I wished that our school could do the same to
maintain nice conditions so everybody would have a great time and learn new things. All in
all, the S2I trip to Japan will always be remembered as one of my favorite adventures!

BBQ AT THE VICE PRIME
MINISTER’S RESIDENCE
BY MARK KATO

During their stay in Japan,
Sunnyvale students were
delighted by a barbecue at the
home of Taro Aso, Japan’s
current Vice Prime Minister. Mr.
Aso’s backyard was beautifully decorate, and all the students, teachers, parents and city
officials had a great time together. The students were able to sample Japanese party
foods such as Yakitori, Sushi, Onigiri, and BBQ beef. Although Mr. Aso was not present,

his brother and son welcomed the students and expressed their best wishes for the
continued success of the Iizuka and Sunnyvale exchange program.

FIELD TRIP: DAZAIFU SHRINE, KAHO THEATER, KOKURA CASTLE
BY MARK KATO

Sunnyvale students on the S2I trip also had the
opportunity to experience traditional Japanese
cultures during their stay in Iizuka. Dazaifu
Shrine was one of the favorite stops on the
itinerary. Dazaifu is well known in Japan as a
God of literature and calligraphy, and those
who pray at the shrine are said to enjoy a boost
to their brain cells  certainly a must for the
visiting scholars!
The next stop was Kaho Theater, a very old
Kabuki theater in Iizuka where the students
enjoyed learning about the art of Kabuki on the
walking tour through the theater and adjoining
museum. Finally, the group visited one of
Japan’s more famous landmarks. Kokura Castle
is a wonderful example of a preserved
Shogunera castle. As some of the students are
currently studying castles in school, a trip into
this part of Japanese history was a fitting cultural
excursion. These fascinating tours left the group with wonderful memories and a deep
appreciation for Japan’s rich cultural heritage.

WE NEED SPONSORS
As a volunteerrun nonprofit organization
(501c3 pending), the Sunnyvale Sister City
Association (SSCA) is looking for
sponsors. The SSCA has three levels of
sponsorship: GOLD ($2,000 per year),
SILVER ($1,000 per year), and BRONZE
($500 per year). Please help us continue
to offer dynamic events to the
community and support Sunnyvale’s
future generations. If you are
interested, please send a message to
mark@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
The Sunnyvale Sister City Association is
looking for volunteers to help with our
activities. If you are passionate about
contributing to the community, please
send a message to
mark@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

FIND US
www.sunnyvalesistercity.org/
www.facebook.com/groups/sunnyvalesistercity/

SUBSCRIBE
If you would like to subscribe to our
newsletter, please send a message
to subscribe@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

