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Vidushi Seth and Ariana Knoefel recieve an enthusiastic welcome from students at
Kinki High School on the 2015 Sunnyvale to Iizuka Exchange Program.

Join us for a breath-taking experience as an exchange student
in Iizuka, Japan.
Sunnyvale Sister City Association’s 2016 Sunnyvale to Izuka (S2I) Exchange
Program is scheduled for June 13-22, 2016. Applications are available at
www.sunnyvalesistercity.org, and are due on October 30, 2015. Middle school
students in 7th and 8th grades and high school students who are interested in
learning more about this unique cultural exchange opportunity can find more
details and apply at www.sunnyvalesistercity.org. Information Sessions will be

held in September/October in four Sunnyvale schools. Please send e-mails to
s2i2016@sunnyvalesistercity.org if you have questions.

Jim Davis, Nabil Shahin, Bryan Emmert. Jim Grifﬁth, Mamoru Uryu, Satoshi Higo, Megumi Hirata, Takanobu Sugawara, and
Katsuyuki Takano.

Iizuka Teacher Reflects on Importance of Communication
By Takanobu Sugawara, Chaperone and Math Teacher at Iizuka Dai-2 Junior High School

I was lucky enough to be a chaperone of 20 Iizuka Junior High School students
on their cultural exchange trip to Silicon Valley this August. Sunnyvale Sister
City Association had arranged tours for us to HP Garage, Stanford University,
Google Headquarter, and other world-renowned companies in the Bay Area to
which ordinary people do not have access. It was a great experience for me
since I could see and feel the world’s most innovative places and talk to the
people in Silicon Valley. I was delighted to meet and talk with Japanese people
who are working in Silicon Valley and American teachers who hosted our
students. Japanese are not good at communicating, especially with people
outside of our country, but I strongly recognized the importance of
communication skills in order to deal with foreign people. I hope 20 Iizuka
Junior High School students studied this importance as I did and they actively
express their opinions and take actions in the future. I hope they will remember
this great experience forever and it will be the best gift to the people who took
care of us.

Yuta Matsuda and The McAuley Family

Speaking in English was Easier than I Thought
By Yuta Matsuda, 9th Grade Student at Iizuka Dai-2 Junior High School

The strongest impression I got from my visit to Sunnyvale (USA) was
everything was BIG! In Sunnyvale, every school has a big playground and I
didn’t see any high-rise building like we have in Iizuka because our land is very
limited. At my host family’s house, I didn’t talk much in the beginning but I
noticed that I started to initiate conversations in English as time went on. I was
pleasantly surprised since I didn’t think I could talk in English like that. Since
then, I decided to talk more English.

Erisa Taniguchi and The Becker Family

Big Motivation to Study
By Erisa Taniguchi, 8th Grade Student at Iizuka Dai-1 Junior High School

I was very happy to participate in the overseas exchange program which
brought me to Sunnyvale. This was the first time in my life when knowing the
Japanese language did not help me communicate with people around me. It
was quite a tedious process for me to communicate in English, assembling
English sentences with the English words I knew. I soon appreciated the
special opportunity of being immersed in an English-speaking environment
during my visit to the US—I learned English in a way that I could not learn from
verification tests and examinations at schools in Japan. Relating to my host
family, the teachers and the students at Sunnyvale Middle School opened my
eyes to the importance of gestures and facial expressions in facilitating
effective communication between two individuals. Despite the vastly different

cultures, customs, and lifestyles between my Sunnyvale host family and my
own family in Iizuka, I had personally experienced that human intelligence and
mutual appreciation for each other’s kindness can easily come through.
I was very fortunate to have this experience which ordinary people cannot have
at my young age, and I am now much more inspired and motivated to study
many academic subjects, especially Japanese and English languages. Finally, I
want to express my sincere appreciation to everybody who made this student
exchange program possible.

Taisei Nomiyama and The Michelotti Family

Difference between Japanese and American Schools
Taisei Nomiyama, 9th Grade Student at Koubukuro Junior High School

While we visited Sunnyvale, we had a chance to visit and attend classes at
Fremont High School in Sunnyvale and I was very surprised that there are so
many differences between Japanese and American schools. For example,

American students are allowed to bring IT equipment such as PCs and Cellular
Phones to their schools. Also it was interesting to have lockers outside. I really
enjoyed school life in Sunnyvale, although it was only two days.

Sunnyvale students, Rahul Deshpande, Arjun Khosla, Sophia Serrato, Osman
Wong, Vineet Chinthakindi participate in a robotics class taught by three university
students from IIzuka, Kazuki Miyazaki, Kei Kojima, and Eisuke Tomita (not pictured).

SSCA's New Robotics Program a Success
By Jack Ewbank

SSCA organized its first middle school robotics program over the weekend of
September 11-13 this year. Students from the Kyushu Institute of Technology
(KIT) in Iizuka came to Sunnyvale and taught eight Sunnyvale Middle School
students basic robotics, culminating in exciting and entertaining soccer matches
between robots. Volunteering as SSCA’s Innovative Program Manager, I
worked with Sunnyvale Middle School staff in reaching out to invite interested
students to join the weekend workshop. Other SSCA volunteers arranged host
families for the three students from the Kyushu Institute of Technology during
their stay in Sunnyvale.

The Kyushu Institute of Technology students introduced SMS students to the
Daisen TJ3B robot on the first day of the workshop (Friday), the robot they
would be building from a robot kit and operating during the workshop. On
Saturday and Sunday, SMS students learned a simplified form of
C-programming where a graphical user interface made the programming
process into a drag-and-drop operation. In contrast to the relatively painless
programming task, fine-tuning the sensors, triggers, and contingencies was a
considerable amount of challenging work. The capstone of the weekend
workshop was the robots competing in soccer, and their tendency to score on
their own goal was amusing and entertaining. Judging from how much
everyone involved had enjoyed the weekend, SSCA’s first robotics program
was a success. Iizuka university students teaching robotics and Sunnyvale
students learning new skills, building their robots, programming and operating
their robots, all wished they could do this again.

Sunnyvale students, Osman Wong and Vineet Chithakindi observe a soccer match
using the robots they built in the SSCA robotics class.

Right Decision
By Osman Wong, Sunnyvale Middle School student

Even though I didn't know what to expect from the Sunnyvale-Iizuka Robotics
Program, I decided to sign up because I figured I might not get another similar
opportunity in the future. I am glad I made this decision, because this has been
a very fun experience for me. The first day was simply a building session, and
though it was rather enjoyable, it was not the best part. The second day was
very fun, and I also learned a lot from it about programming. Since this is being
written on the second day, I look forward to the third day, and have very high
expectations, as I expect to learn and have fun. I am definitely glad I took this
opportunity. It was educational and enjoyable, and the instructors were very
friendly and helpful.

Kei Kojima (center) watch the robot soccer match with Vineet Chithakindi and Sam
Leistiko and his family.

Teaching Robotics in the USA
By Kei Kojima, Kyushu Institute of Technology

I have taught robotics class in Japan many times, but this is the first time I
taught the class in USA. I found it fun and fascinating to notice the stark
differences between Japanese and American middle school students. American
students were expressive and clear with their feedback on the class and their
experiences: whether they enjoyed the class, whether they were satisfied with
the class or when they didn’t understand certain things covered in class. It was
easy for me to respond to them and help them. It appeared that the students
enjoyed the class. The other instructors and I certainly did.

Ms. Tamagawa (Consulate General of Japan San Francisco), Akiko Inoue (Event
Director of Sunnyvale Sister City Association) and Dr. Benjamin Picard (Sunnyvale
School District Superintendent), Jim Davis (Sunnyvale City Council) and Mary Beth
Allmann (Columbia Middle School Principal) plant cherry trees at Columbia Middle
School.

Message from the President
By Mark Kato

I am pleased to share that SSCA has successfully hosted 20 middle school
students from Iizuka for a second year. The students and their chaperones
enjoyed American life with host families from Friday, August 21 to Tuesday,
August 25. This year, SSCA separated the students into two groups where ten
students visited Sunnyvale Middle School and ten students went to Fremont
High School, depending on their ages. Our Iizuka guests have developed
friendships with Sunnyvale students and members of their host families. Our
sincere thanks go out to host families, Sunnyvale Middle School, and Fremont
High School, which welcomed students and chaperones from Iizuka with open
arms and tremendous hospitality. Our Iizuka guests enjoyed their visit and were
grateful for the opportunity to explore many Bay Area tourist attractions while
getting a taste of what life is like in an American family. Along with Iizuka
students, Iizuka Friendship Network donated 20 cherry trees to Sunnyvale
again this year and held cherry tree planting ceremonies at Homestead High
School and Columbia Middle School.
SSCA also coordinated a unique technology exchange program where we
brought three Kyushu Institute of Technology students to Sunnyvale to teach
Sunnyvale Middle School students how to build a robot from a robot kit. In the
process of building a robot, which could be programmed to play soccer
matches, Sunnyvale students worked with the hardware used and learned
programming needed to operate the robot. On the last day of the weekend
class, the robots played soccer games as their builders directed them through
programming and everyone watched and enjoyed the entertaining matches.
Classes were held on September 11-13, at Sunnyvale Middle School. Eight
Sunnyvale Middle School students participated in the program.

“When you experience a different culture you gain a deeper
understanding of yourself and those around you—deepening your
knowledge about the world in a way that books, school
assignments, and a professional career can never reveal.”
– U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs

SSCA Offers New Adult Exchange Program (AEP)
Building on our successful student exchange programs with Iizuka, Japan,
The Sunnyvale Sister City Association now offers you the opportunity to
travel to and host like-minded adults from Iizuka!
How It Works
Open to any adult willing to be a host themselves, SSCA will seek a willing

host in a similar livelihood in Iizuka. As with any travel, you will need to
cover your own expenses, but your host will offer you free accommodation
in their home for approximately three days, timing to be set by you and
your host. SSCA will actively encourage participation in the host’s
workplace and can offer travel guidance and suggestions for participants.
If an ideal match cannot be identified, SSCA will identify best alternatives,
or notify you if no match is available. We ask for a minimum of six weeks’
notice in order to find your best host.
If you are interested in participating or simply have further questions,
contact us by emailing 2015aep@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

SSCA Wish List

We Need Sponsors

SSCA is looking for the following
equipment and would deeply
appreciate it if you or someone you
know can donate to us. These
donations will be tax deductible since
SSCA is a 501 (c) (3) organization.
Please contact us at
info@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

As a completely volunteer-run

Desktop PC (Windows 7 or 8)
Notebook PC (Windows 7 or 8)
Laser Printer
All-in-One Printer
Other office equipment

non-profit organization [501(c)(3)], the
Sunnyvale Sister City Association
(SSCA) is looking for sponsors. The
SSCA has three levels of sponsorship:
GOLD ($2,000 per year), SILVER
($1,000 per year), and BRONZE ($500
per year). Please help us continue to
offer dynamic events to the community
and support Sunnyvale’s future
generations. If you are interested,
please send a message to
sponsor@sunnyvalesistercity.org.

Volunteers Wanted
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